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  Notes
Colleges and universities may 
offer certificate programs of 
variable length.
Continuing adult education 
programs, while not shown on 
this diagram, may be offered at 
various levels of instruction.
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university education
college education
apprenticeship - vocational and 
technical training
to the job market
typical pathway
alternate pathway
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Select colleges and/or institutes 
also have some degree-granting 
authority. In British Columbia, all 
bachelor’s degrees are four years 
in duration.
Associate degrees (ADs) are 
offered only in British Columbia. AD 
holders obtain two years of transfer 
credit toward a four-year bachelor’s 
degree. 
A secondary-school diploma is 
issued upon successful completion 
of the secondary-school curriculum.
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Apprenticeship 
Vocational & 

Technical Training
1 to 4 years

College Diploma
1 to 3 years

Bachelor’s
4 years

Master’s
1 to 3 years

Doctorate
3 years or more
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AD
      2 years
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The Education System of                     
British Columbia


